
b UNITED STATES 
:DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR 
*********************news release 

FISH AND W ILDLIFE SERVICE 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and W ildlife 

I!fbst - 343-5634 

For Release to P M 's, M A Y  3, 1965 

INTERIOR W ILDLIFE AGENTS APPREHEND 77 INDIVIDUAIS IN 11 STATES 

Federal Gam e h4anagem ent Agents, assisted by S tate conservation officers and 
United S tates M arshals, m oved in at daybreak this m orning to arrest or sum m on 77 
persons in 11 S tates on charges of selling m igratory gam e birds in violation of . 
the M igratory Bird T reaty Act, Secretary of the Interior S tewart I,. Udall 
announced. 

The charges, which consist of &5_counts of violating the m igratory bird 
regulations, were based on evidence gathered over a 2&year period by a team  of 
undercover agents from  the Fish and W ildlife Service's Bureau of Sport Fisheries 
and W ildlife. During the investigations, the agents m ade 141 waterfowl ltbuys,tt 
each involving from  2 to 110 birds. In addition, num erous deer, quail and other 
types of resident gam e were purchased. 

In announcing the early m orning operation, Secretary Udall said the Bureau 
has stepped up its undercover work because % illing and selling gam e for profit is 
a vicious form  of gam e law violation and particularly dam aging to wildlife 
resources.11 

"The Bureau now has several undercover investigators working in various parts 
of the country and this type of enforcem ent work is expected to continue,11 
Secretary Udall said. 

Although there is apparently no "ring, II or connection, among the cases in the 
various S tates, sim ultaneous raids were conducted to prevent aw possible advance 
warning. The S tates involved include: Alabam a, Arkansas, Florida, Kentucky, 
M aryland, M ississippi, M issouri, Nebraska, New York, North Carolina, and Virginia. 
In m any cases, S tate personnel supplied the leads that lltipped off*' the Federal 
agents. The charges were processed by United S tates A ttorneys in the various 
S tates. 

M arket hunting and selling of m igratory birds were outlawed in 1918 by the 
M igratory Bird T reaty Act with Great Britain (Canada). They were considered a 
m isdem eanor or m inor offense by the courts until 1960 when they becam e a felony. 
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